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Sheikh Ahmad Sir Hindi’s Reformative Steps

Wb b /fl5
ABSTRACT

History itself is an evidence of the fact that whenever Islam faced any
danger, it was saved by personalities, who through their spiritual power not
only saved it but gave it a new life. Shaykh Ahmad Sirhandi (1564-1624)
popularly known as Mujadid Alf Thani (reviver of Islam during the second
millennium) was an Indian Islamic scholar from Punjab. He belonged to
Nagshbandi Sufi school of thought.

In the times of Shaykh Ahmad Sirhandi, Islam was under great threat.
Its future was unpredictable, its spirit was deteriorated and its teachings were
misinterpreted. Akbar’s policy of ‘divine faith’ and religious syncretism
welcomed the anti-Islamic ideologies; at this hour of turmoil Mujadad Alf-
Sani came in front to restore and revive the glory of Islam.

The revival movement of Shaykh Sirhindi crusaded against all evils
prevailing in the socio-politico-religious sphere of the community of India.
Religiously, his movement became an antithesis of Akbar’s Divine Faith and
his Philosophy as irreconcilable to Akbar’s reconciliation with Hinduism and
Christianity. Socially, the Muslim community had become a victim to
adulteration with socio-religious practices of Hinduism. The enforcement of
Din-e-Elahi badly affected the Muslim fundamentalism and their spirits
towards Islam. Politically, Akbar’s concept of sovereignty such as Zil-e-Elahi
made another attack on Islamic concepts of sovereignty of Allah and the
practice of prostration before the emperor demoralized the Islamic concept of
the supremacy of God. Spiritually and ideologically, the Muslims were
discomfited and scattered.

Shaykh Sirhindi undertook the job of purifying Muslim society off un-
Islamic tendencies by sending a number of his disciples in all directions to
preach true Islam. He exposed the fallacy of Din-e-llahi and came out with
full vigour the influence of that satanic creed. He worked hard to restore the
original teachings of Islam and emphasized the concept of “Tauheed”.

Keywords: Shaykh Ahmad Sirhandi, Mujadad Alf-Sani, Akbar, Din-e-ellahi,
movement.
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